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 APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
 Ithaca Landmarks Preservation Commission 
108 E. Green Street – 3rd floor 
 Ithaca, NY 14850 
 Ph:  607-274-6550 
 ltruame@cityofithaca.org 

         www.cityofithaca.org/boardscommittees/ilpc/index.cfm 

              
  
Date:         Building Permit Application # (required):        
 
Applicant’s Name:            Phone:       
 
Applicant’s E-mail address (required):           
 
Property Address:              
 
Owner’s Name (if different from Applicant):           
 
Owner’s Mailing Address:             
 
Proposed Work Includes (check all that apply): 

 New Construction    Site Changes (paving, fencing, patios, etc.) 
 Addition     Signage   
 Accessory Structure    Demolition 
 Alteration: primary structure  Alteration:  accessory structure 
 

Submittal Requirements 
All documents are to be sent to the attention of Lynn C. Truame at the above address. 
Staff level review: 

Submit one hard copy and one electronic copy of application and attachments.  See the City 
of Ithaca Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines for a description of work that is 
eligible for this expedited review process. 

ILPC Review: 
Submit eleven (11) hard copies and one electronic copy of application form and all 
attachments.  Complete applications must be received by 4:00 pm on the last Tuesday of the 
month, 14 days prior to the regular ILPC meeting at which the application will be reviewed.  
ILPC meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month.   

 
Applications must be accompanied by thorough documentation of existing conditions and proposed 
changes, including (as applicable) photographs of existing conditions; site plans showing location 
and dimensions of proposed change; drawings or sketches showing proposed changes on each 
affected elevation; description of design details and materials to be used (manufacturer’s data 
sheets may be used); samples of proposed materials; scale drawings of any proposed signs 
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including colors, typeface, and illumination details; historic photographs, if the intention of the 
project is to return a property to a documented prior condition; and a statement from a qualified 
contractor or design professional attesting to the physical condition of any element that is proposed 
for replacement due to deterioration. 
 
Description of Proposed Changes (use additional sheets if necessary): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reasons for Proposed Changes (use additional sheets if necessary): 
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Required Public Notification 
Upon application for a Certificate of Appropriateness, a public notice of the proposal must be 
posted by the owner or owner’s representative on the property for a minimum of 10 days. This 
notice must remain in place until a decision to approve or deny the Certificate of Appropriateness 
has been made. The notice must be placed at or near the property line in the front yard so that it 
will be plainly visible from the street, and, in cases where a property has frontage on more than one 
street, an additional sign must be placed at or near the property line on any additional street 
frontage. 
 
Standard signs for this purpose are available for purchase from the City of Ithaca, Department of 
Planning and Development, at a cost of $10.50 each.  Alternatively, an applicant may create their 
own signs, as long as the following required content is included: 
 

PROPOSED EXTERIOR OR SITE ALTERATIONS TO THIS PROPERTY WILL BE 
REVIEWED BY THE ITHACA LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION ON 
[insert date], BEGINNING AT 5:30 pm IN THE [insert location of meeting] 
PUBLIC COMMENT MAY BE SUBMITTED IN ADVANCE OF, OR DURING, THE 
ABOVE-REFERENCED PUBLIC HEARING.  FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT:  LTRUAME@CITYOFITHACA.ORG, 607-274-6555 

 
 
Applicant’s Statement 
I understand that incomplete applications cannot be processed and will result in delay.  This 
application is complete to the best of my knowledge and includes the following attachments (check 
all that apply): 

 photographs of existing conditions 
 site plans showing location and dimensions of proposed change 
 drawings or sketches showing proposed changes on each affected elevation 
 description of design details and materials to be used 
 samples of proposed materials 
 scale drawings of any proposed signs including colors, typeface, and illumination details 
 historic photographs, if the intention of the project is to return a property to a 
documented prior condition 
 statement from a qualified contractor or design professional attesting to the physical 
condition of any element that is proposed for replacement due to deterioration 
 other (specify): 
 

Applicant’s Signature:         Date:      
              
STAFF USE ONLY: 
Date Received:      
Staff Review:     yes      no     Approved:    yes      no     Referred to ILPC:    yes      no 
ILPC Review:     yes      no 
Date of Public Hearing:     
 



Sage Chapel

Cornell University
John Milner Associates, Inc., Architects



The Design Team

Preservation Architects

John Milner Associates, Inc.

Alexandria, Virginia

Structural Engineers

Robert Silman Associates, PC

Boston, Massachusetts

Mechanical Engineers

Princeton Engineering Group, LLC

Princeton, New Jersey

Civil Engineers

T.G. Miller, PC

Ithaca, New York

Stained Glass Conservator

E.S. Taylor Studio, LLC

Richmond, Virginia

Decorative Painting Consultant

John Tiedemann, Inc.

North Arlington, New Jersey



Chapel Evolution – Original Building 1873-1875



Chapel Evolution – Memorial Chapel, 1882-84



Chapel Evolution – 1898-1899 Addition



Chapel Evolution – 1903-1905 Addition



Chapel Evolution – 1940 Addition



Chapel Evolution – Design Consistency

HABS Report:  “The four additions made to the nave after 1880 demonstrate a remarkable concern to continuity 

of architectural design, of assuring that additions made over time contributed to a feeling of unity and harmony.



Memorial Chapel –

Visual Deficiencies:

Roof Conditions

Brick  Masonry Conditions

Stone Masonry Conditions

Window Conditions



Memorial Chapel – Gable Rake

(North Gable) 



Memorial Chapel – Deteriorated Brick 



Memorial Chapel –

Slate at the end of its Service Life 

Ribbon slate – life expectancy 100-120 years



Memorial Chapel – Misc. Details 

Behind tabernacles

Finials



Memorial Chapel – Roof Conditions

Gutters – size, installation

East & West Gables



Memorial Chapel – Stone Masonry Conditions



Memorial Chapel – Brick Masonry Conditions



Memorial Chapel – Brick Masonry Conditions



Apse of Main Building – Stained Glass Windows
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	SAG-A101-FP
	SAG-A102-R-Roof
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	Sage Chapel blue form

	Date: 1-28-2014
	Building Permit Application  required: TBD
	s Name: Andrew Germain
	Phone: 607.255.0321
	s Email address required: amg96@cornell.edu
	Property Address: Cornell University, 147 Ho Plaza, City of Ithaca, NY 14853
	s Name if different from Applicant: Cornell University 
	Owners Mailing Address: 201 Humphreys Service Building, Ithaca, NY 14853 Attn: A. Germain
	New Construction: Off
	Addition: Off
	Accessory Structure: Off
	Alteration primary structure: Off
	Site Changes paving fencing patios etc: Off
	Signage: Off
	Demolition: Off
	Alteration  accessory structure: On
	Text1: Cornell University is proposing to replace the slate roofing system and restore the masonry of the Memorial Chapel that is attached to the main building of Sage Chapel.  The intent of the proposed scope is to match in kind, but there are a few changes that are being proposed to prolong to the service life of the new roof and restore the masonry.  The proposed changes are as follows:
Roofing 
Drawing A101- Conduit is to be installed on the west elevation of the hyphen to support the electric for the newly proposed ice melt system.  The conduit to be concealed behind the vertical downspout and gutter, so that it is not visible by pedestrians.
Drawing A102- 
R4 - The valley flashing of the gables will be installed with heat trace cables. The cables will be concealed with cover brackets as shown on detail 3/A103.
R7 -  The roof cresting along the ridge of the roof will be replaced.  Currently the roof does not have the original cresting.  Please see details 3/A102, 4/A102, 5/A102, & 6/A102 for more information including a historic photograph of the original cresting.
R8 - Remove the existing sheet metal cladding of the ventilator and replace with lead coated copper.
R12 - The gable roofs on the east and west elevations of the Memorial Chapel are to be clad with a flat seam lead coated copper roof system, to replace the current slate roofing system.  The flat seam is to interlock with the flashing at the back of the gable and under the coping at the front of the gable.  
R14 - New crickets are to be installed along the backside of the tabernacles to properly shed the snow and runoff.
R15 - The finials at the end of the cresting will be grounded to function as lightning protection for the facility.
R17 - New snow guards are to be installed.
R19 - ADD Alternate 1:  Air terminals are to be installed on the newly installed finials.
Masonry (Brick and Stone Repair and replacement) A104, A201, A202, A302:  There are various notes to patch or repair the deteriorated stone with Jahn Patching mortar to match or with a stone dutch-man. 
MS11 - Calls out for the stone finial on top of the tabernacle to be replaced. 
A202 - provides the dimensions and colors for the replacement of the deteriorated brick.(MB10) 
	Text2: The Roof:
The reasons for the proposed changes are to help mitigate the moisture at the intersection of the roof and the gable roofs along the east and west elevation.  The northern gable is to be replaced in kind because it is slightly bigger and will allow for the proper flashings of the valleys and under the coping stones.  The proposed scope is adding additional snow guards and ice melt systems to properly manage the snow and ice one the roof and protect the gable roofs and tabernacles from falling ice and snow.  The replacement of the cresting along the ridge is to restore the roof and its accessories to their original design.

The Masonry:
The masonry is to be restored.  There are areas where the brick is very badly deteriorated and needs to be replaced.  Once the roof has been replaced and the moisture infiltration has been mitigated the intent is to restore the masonry from the spring line of the arches up.  In places where the brick can be repaired in place it has been identified.   Similar to the brick there are locations where the stone has deteriorated due to the presence of moisture. The identified stone is to be restored, by patching with repair mortar, repairing it with a dutchman, or replacing in kind with a newly carved piece.  
	photographs of existing conditions: On
	site plans showing location and dimensions of proposed change: On
	drawings or sketches showing proposed changes on each affected elevation: On
	description of design details and materials to be used: On
	samples of proposed materials: Off
	scale drawings of any proposed signs including colors typeface and illumination details: Off
	historic photographs if the intention of the project is to return a property to a: On
	statement from a qualified contractor or design professional attesting to the physical: On
	other specify: Off
	Date_2: 1-27-2014
	Date Received: 
	Staff Review: Off
	ILPC Review: Off
	Date of Public Hearing: 


